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REGULAR MEETING AGENDA 

Fortuna Planning Commission  

Tuesday, June 23, 2020 at 6:00 P.M. 

City Hall - 621 11th Street 
We May Disagree, But We Will Be Respectful of One Another 

All Comments Will Be Directed to the Issue at Hand, and Addressed to the City Council 

Personal Attacks are Unacceptable 

 
If you wish to watch this meeting, it is scheduled to stream live on television via Access Humboldt at 6:00 p.m.  

 

*This meeting is being held in accordance with the Brown Act as currently in effect under the State Emergency 

Services Act, the Governor’s Emergency Declaration related to COVID-19, and the Governor’s Executive 

Order N-29-20 issued on March 17, 2020 that allows attendance by members of the Planning Commission, City 

staff, and the public to participate by teleconference, videoconference, or both.  

 

*To submit public comments for this meeting prior to the meeting, please email comments to 

kschmidt@ci.fortuna.ca.us by noon on Tuesday, June 23, 2020. All public comments received by noon will be 

read into the record (limit to 3 minutes) during the regular meeting. Public comments will also be posted to the 

City of Fortuna website prior to the meeting. If your public comments are received after noon on Tuesday, they 

may not be read into the record or posted to the website prior to the meeting, but will be included in the official 

minutes. To provide public comment during the meeting, you can call 707-725-1484. Please wait for the prompts 

for public comment during the meeting. We will answer your call as soon as possible. Public comments made 

via phone, during the meeting will be included in the official minutes. Please continue to watch the Planning 

Commission meeting via Access Humboldt. 

 

I. OPENING/FLAG SALUTE/ROLL CALL 
 

II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES- May 26, 2020 
 
III. ORAL COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC  

Members of the public may be heard on any item of interest not on the Agenda. Speakers addressing the 

Commission will be limited to 3 minutes per speaker. Be advised that, by law, the Commission is not 

able to deliberate or take action on issues presented during Oral Comments. 

 

IV. BUSINESS 
 

1. Design Review Application for Kreations Autobody Exterior Remodel Including 

Elevations, Colors, Lighting, Signage and Landscaping.  

 

Applicant: Kevin Bradley- Kreations Autobody 

APN:  040-193-005 

Project Site:  280 12th Street  

Zoning: Commercial Thoroughfare (CT) 

 

1. Design Review Application for an Illuminated Roof Sign and an Illuminated 

Projecting Sign in the Downtown Retail Commercial District. 

 

Applicant: Beverage Plus 

APN:  040-244-018 

Project Site:  1207 Main Street  

Zoning: Retail Commercial (RC) 
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V. ADJOURN 
 
Copies of maps and other information for the agenda items are available for review City Hall, 621 11th Street, between the hours of 8:00 AM 

to 4:00 PM or on the City’s website at friendlyfortuna.com. 

 
In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you need special assistance to participate in this meeting, please contact the Building 

Department at (707) 725-7600. Notification 48 hours prior to the meeting will enable the City to make reasonable arrangements to ensure 

accessibility to this meeting (28 CFR 35.102 - 35.104 ADA Title II). 
 

If you are not satisfied with a decision of the Planning Commission, you may appeal the decision to the City Council.  If you appeal a decision, the 

appeal must be filed with the City Clerk within 15 days of the Planning Commission’s decision. NOTICE REGARDING CHALLENGES TO  
DECISIONS Pursuant to all applicable laws and regulations, including without limitation, Calif. Gov. Code Section 65009 and or Calif. Public 

Resources Code Sec. 21177, if you wish to challenge in court any of the above decisions (regarding planning, zoning and/or environmental 

decisions), you may be limited to raising only those issues raised at thepublic hearing(s) described in this notice/agenda, or in written correspondence 
delivered to the City Clerk prior to this public hearing. 

2



                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

Minutes of the Fortuna Planning Commission 
Regular Meeting  

Tuesday, May 26, 2020 – 6:00p.m. 
Fortuna City Hall 

 
Note:  The following record contains motions and actions of the Fortuna Planning 
Commission.  An audio library of the meeting proceedings is on file at Fortuna City 
Hall. 

 
I. CALL TO ORDER: 
  
 Chairman Mobley called the meeting to order at 6:00 PM. 
 
 FLAG SALUTE: 

 
Chairman Mobley led the flag salute. 

 
 ROLL CALL: 
   

Planning Commission  Staff Present 
Commissioner Blakely 
Commissioner Bradley 
Commissioner Halley 
Chairman Mobley 
Commissioner Moore 
Vice-Chair Rogers 
 

 Deputy Director of Community Development Liz 
Shorey 
Deputy Director of Public Works Kevin Carter 
Community Development Sr. Administrative 
Assistant Katey Schmidt 
 

   
Commissioner Absent:  
Commissioner Church 
Commissioner McClendon 

 Alternate:  

 
II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

Commissioner Moore moved, seconded by Vice-Chair Rogers to approve the 
meeting record for April 14, 2020.  
 
AYES: Bradley, Blakely, Halley, Mobley, Moore, Rogers 
NOES: 0   
ABSTAIN: 0  
ABSENT: McClendon 
MOTION: 6-0 
 

 
III. ORAL COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC: 

There being no public comment, Commissioner Bradley moved, seconded by 
Commissioner Moore to close this section of Public Comment.  
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AYES: Bradley, Blakely, Halley, Mobley, Moore, Rogers 
NOES: 0   
ABSTAIN: 0  
ABSENT: McClendon 
MOTION: 6-0 
 
 
 

 
IV. BUSINESS:  

 
1. A Public Hearing to Consider Approval of a Subdivision Application That 

Proposes to Subdivide a 1.16-Acre Parcel Into Two Parcels, 0.65 Acre and 

0.51 Acre Each 

 

Applicant: Keith Castonguay APNs: 203-304-006, 2032-261-010 

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 
 
Approve the proposed project with conditions of approval as described in the 
attached Planning Commission Resolution P-2020-3036. 
 
Staff Report: 

Deputy Director of Community Development Liz Shorey gave an oral and 
written report regarding the proposed subdivision. Deputy Director Shorey 
explained the purpose of the subdivision is to place each of the two existing 
homes on separate lots.  
 
Public Comment:  

 
Applicant Keith Castonguay spoke regarding utility, fire access, and driveway 
easements. 
 

 

Planning Commission Action: 
 

Commissioner Moore moved, seconded by Commissioner Bradley to approve 
“A Resolution of the Planning Commission of the City of Fortuna Approving a 
Tentative Map of a subdivision of a 5.99-Acre Parcel into Two Parcels, 0.65 
Acre and 0.51 Acre in Size” 
 
Roll Call Vote: 
 
AYES: Bradley, Blakely, Halley, Mobley, Moore, Rogers 
NOES: 0   
ABSTAIN: 0  
ABSENT: McClendon 
MOTION: 6-0 
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2. Design Review Application for Construction of Six Multifamily 

Apartment Buildings. 

 

Applicant: Will Adams APN: 200-461-018 

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 
 
Approve the proposed project with conditions of approval as described in the 
attached Planning Commission Resolution P-2020-3037. 
 
Staff Report: 

Deputy Director of Community Development Liz Shorey gave an oral and 
written report regarding the design review application. Deputy Director 
Shorey explained the applicant is proposing six multifamily residential 
buildings on a 1.57-acre vacant parcel on Smith Lane and the submittals 
demonstrate a project that is consistent with the multifamily zoning and both 
the surrounding single-family and multifamily neighborhood.  
 
Public Comment:  

 
Applicant Will Adams spoke regarding the project, expressing his 
appreciation for working within the City of Fortuna. 
 

 

Planning Commission Action: 
 

Commissioner Moore moved, seconded by Commissioner Bradley to approve 
“A Resolution of the Planning Commission of the City of Fortuna Approving 
Design Review of a Six-Building 36-Unit Multifamily Development, Including 
Elevations, Colors, Lighting, and Landscaping” 
 
Roll Call Vote: 
 
AYES: Bradley, Blakely, Halley, Mobley, Moore, Rogers 
NOES: 0   
ABSTAIN: 0  
ABSENT: McClendon 
MOTION: 6-0 
 
 

3. Consideration of the FY 2020-2021 Five-Year Capital Improvement 
Program’s Consistency with the General Plan. 
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STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 
 
Receive staff’s CIP presentation, and make a finding that the proposed FY 
2020-2021 Five-Year Capital Improvement Program is consistent with the 
General Plan. 
 
Staff Report: 

Deputy Director of Public Works Kevin Carter gave a written and oral report 
regarding the 2020-2021 Capital Improvement Program. Deputy Director 
Carter explained various projects and funding sources planned throughout the 
city. 
 
Public Comment:  

 
There being no public comment, Commissioner Blakely moved, seconded by 
Commissioner Bradley to close this section of Public Comment. 

 

Planning Commission Action: 
 

Commissioner Blakely moved, seconded by Commissioner Moore to find the 
2020-2021 Capitol Improvement Program in conformance with the General 
Plan. 
 
Roll Call Vote: 
 
AYES: Bradley, Blakely, Halley, Mobley, Moore, Rogers 
NOES: 0   
ABSTAIN: 0  
ABSENT: McClendon 
MOTION: 6-0 
 
 

 
4. Receive Presentation of the Annual Progress Report Prior to its Review 

and Acceptance by the City Council and Submittal to the California 
Department of Housing And Community Development (HCD) and the 
State Office of Planning and Research (OPR). 

 
   

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 
 
Receive presentation of the Annual Progress Report prior to its review and 
acceptance by the City Council for submittal to the California Department of 
Housing and Community Development (HCD) and the State Office of Planning 
and Research (OPR). 
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Staff Report: 

Deputy Director of Community Development Liz Shorey gave a written and 
oral report regarding the 2019 Annual Housing and Progress Report. Deputy 
Director explained that the City of Fortuna is on track with goals set by the 
California Department of Housing and Community Development. 

 
 

V. STAFF COMMISSION COMMUNICATION 
  

Community Development Deputy Director Liz Shorey gave an update on the 
status of the Community Development Department during the Shelter in Place 
and the reopening of City Hall. 

 
VI. ADJOURNMENT: 

 
There being no further business Commissioner Bradley motioned, seconded 
by Commissioner Moore to adjourn the meeting at 7:46 PM. 

 
Respectfully submitted by, 
Katey Schmidt 
Community Development Sr. Administrative Assistant  
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Planning Commission Staff Report 
                      

Date:  June 23, 2020           

To:  Planning Commissioners   

From:  Liz Shorey, Deputy Director of Community Development 

Thru:  Merritt Perry, City Manager   

Subject: Design Review Application for Kreations Autobody  

 

PROJECT INFORMATION: 

 

Subject: Design Review of Kreations Autobody Exterior Remodel Including Elevations, 

Colors, Lighting, Signage and Landscaping.  

Applicant:      Kevin Bradley 

APN:  040-193-005  

Project Site: 280 12th Street   

Zoning: Commercial Thoroughfare (C-T) 

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 
Approve the proposed project with conditions of approval as described in the attached Planning 

Commission Resolution P-2020-3033. 

   

BACKGROUND: 

 

The project is an auto body shop in an existing two-story metal building located at 280 12th 
Street. The site includes 9,620 square feet of auto body shop space, 1,620 square feet of 
storage, 1,800 square feet of office on the ground floor, and 600 square feet of office space 
on the second floor. The building footprint is 13,040 square feet, on a lot size of 84,263 
square feet. In addition to the building, the site is developed with asphalt paving, perimeter 
fencing on the interior property lines and along I Street, a sidewalk on the 12th Street 
frontage, and utilities.  
 
The site was rezoned from Public Facility (P-F) in 2019, and on August 27, 2019 a conditional 

use permit was approved for the autobody shop which had previously been vacant for a number 

of years. The proposed design review submittal is consistent with the use permit layout and 

conditions of approval. Site improvements include exterior improvements, a new façade on 
the office section and on a portion of the body shop, wainscoting, parking stalls including 
one ADA space and path of travel, replacement of fencing that faces the public street, new 
landscaping behind the sidewalk, and building signage.  
 
Review Sheets: 

 3D Views & Colors & Fencing 

 Site Plan, 

 Landscaping Plan,  
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 Lighting Plan 

 Building Elevations  

Project Design: 

The application materials provided in the packet for Planning Commission review include: 

 Building Elevations: 

o New façade (stucco finish) on office and east-facing bay doors; 

o New metal siding with new block wainscoting 

o New store-front windows; 

o Roll-up doors with tempered window panes; 

o Business signage on the main east-facing wall in the company letter design. 

 Building Colors 

o Metal siding/body: “Platinum Gray” 

o Block Wainscoting: Sand 

o New stucco facade: “Charcoal Slate” 

 Fencing design and materials 

o Black-coated chain link with black slats (I and 12th Streets) 

 Landscaping Plan: 

o Trees: Mexican fan palm 

o Shrubs: Everflame Redhood, New Zealand Flax, Variegated Japanese Sedge 

o Groundcover: lawn, boulders 

o Biofiltration: Purple Needlegrass, Fescue, California Barley, Meadow Barley 

 Lighting 

o Well lights directed at palm trees, shielded area lights at entrances and walkways, 

wall sconces along walkways, recessed LED cans at porte cochere, shielded wall 

mounted exterior lights at man doors 

 

 
General Plan Consistency: 

All development projects must be consistent with the City’s General Plan.  The project is consistent with 

the described elements of the General Plan, and does not create any inconsistencies. 

 

Commercial District (COM) 

This designation provides for neighborhood and locally-oriented commercial centers that may include 

retail and service uses, limited professional and administrative offices as part of a larger commercial 

center, public and quasi-public uses as part of a larger center, and similar and compatible uses 

LU-1.6 infill Development.  The City shall encourage … reuse of underutilized parcels to minimize 

outward growth and reduce the cost of providing public services and facilities. 

LU-1.5 Land Use Balance: The City shall promote the development of a healthy balance of 

residential, commercial, open space, institutional, and industrial businesses within the city. 

ED-1.1 Diversified Economic Base: In order to provide more community amenities for Fortuna 
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residents and visitors, the City shall identify businesses and industries that will create a thriving 

business community and generate a sound tax base. The City shall support business owners in 

opening new business facilities or relocating existing businesses within the city. 

CD-3.9 Minimum Building Design Requirements. The City should encourage new development 

along major corridors to comply with the following minimum building requirements: 

  

  All outdoor storage of goods, materials, and equipment and loading dock areas shall be screened 

from major roadways; 

  Developments with multiple buildings should have a uniform design theme and sign program; 

  Earth tones shall be used as the dominant color; colors such as white, black, blue, and red should 

be used as accents. Building surfaces should have color schemes that reduce their apparent size; 

  Metal buildings shall be allowed only with enhanced architectural and landscaping treatment 

(such as use of trim bands, wing walls, parapets, and reveals); and 

  All exterior elevations visible from major roadways should have architectural treatment to 

alleviate long void surfaces. This can be accomplished through varying setbacks, breaking 

buildings into segments, pitched roof elements, columns, indentations, patios, and incorporating 

landscaping into architectural design. 

 

 

Design Review Findings and Considerations: 

 

The following sections of the Fortuna Municipal Code provide scope and findings for design review 

projects. 

 

B. Scope of Design Review. Where design review is prescribed for a use or structure by the zoning 

regulations, review and approval shall be directed to the following considerations: 

1. The proposed location of the structure on its site in relation to the location of buildings on 

adjoining sites, with particular attention to view considerations, privacy, and topographic or other 

constraints on development imposed by particular site conditions; 

2. The extent to which the site plan attains the minimum amount of grading and/or removal of 

trees and vegetation in creating a building site, including access drives and off-street parking 

areas; 

3. The size or bulk of the proposed building in relation to the character of existing buildings in the 

vicinity; 

4. Details of proposed site plan, architectural, and landscaping treatment to ensure that while 

originality in site planning, architecture, landscaping, and graphic design are not suppressed, 

ugly, inharmonious, or monotonous design is avoided. Review shall include exterior design 

materials, texture, colors, illuminations, signing, and landscaping, but need not consider elements 

of the design that are not visible beyond the boundaries of the site; 

5. Improvements to existing buildings and site features on the same site; 

6. Details of design required to achieve the purposes of this title; 

7. Compliance with objectives, policies, or standards of any plan adopted by the city council. 
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I. Findings in Support of Decision. 

1. The decision-making authority shall make appropriate findings of fact in support of each final 

design review decision, including, but not limited to, findings regarding each of the following 

matters: 

a. The consistency of the project design with the Fortuna general plan and zoning ordinance; 

b. Compliance of the project with the California Environmental Quality Act; and 

c. Consistency of the project with policies set forth in the design review manual. 

2. The decision-making authority may not base any final decision upon consideration of the 

following matters: 

a. Design details such as the color, shape, volume, texture, or construction materials to be used 

on a project, except where such details are of a magnitude that will significantly affect the 

overall appearance of the project or the compatibility of the project with its surroundings or 

where such details are inconsistent with adopted policies contained within the design review 

manual; 

b. The interior design of a fully enclosed building. 

 

RECOMMENDED COMMISSION ACTION: 

 

1. Receive staff presentation and review Commission questions with staff. 

2. Open Public Comment. 

3. Close Public Comment; voice vote. 

4. Motion to Adopt Resolution P-2020-3038, and read by title only: 

 

“Motion to adopt Resolution P- 2020-3038, a Resolution of the Planning Commission of the City 

of Fortuna Approving Design Review of Kreations Autobody Exterior Remodel Including 

Elevations, Colors, Lighting, Signage and Landscaping.” Roll call vote. 

 

Any requirements and/or modifications of the design should be included in the motion. 

 

 

ATTACHMENTS:   

Attachment 1: Location Map  

Attachment 2: 3D Views 

Attachment 3: Site Plan  

Attachment 4: Landscape Plan 

Attachment 5: Outdoor Lighting Plan 

Attachment 4: Building Elevations  

Attachment 5:  Draft Resolution P-2020-3038 
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RESOLUTION P-2020-3038 

 

Resolution of the Planning Commission of the City of Fortuna Approving Design Review of 

Kreations Autobody Exterior Remodel Including Elevations, Colors, Lighting, Signage and 

Landscaping 

 

WHEREAS, Kevin Bradley has applied for approval of a design review for exterior remodel of 

an autobody shop and site design; and 

 

WHEREAS, the proposed project, its design and improvement, conforms with the applicable 

local ordinances and the Fortuna General Plan if certain conditions are met; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission has considered this project on this date at a duly noticed 

public hearing, the staff report, public testimony, and found that the project is compatible with 

the surrounding area, it will not be detrimental to adjacent property owners or the public at large, 

and approval is in the public interest; and 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Planning Commission of the City of Fortuna 

that the proposed elevations, colors, lighting, signage, and landscaping shown on the site plan 

dated May 21, 2020, are hereby approved, subject to the following conditions being fulfilled: 

 

1. Construction shall follow the approved site plan and proposed elevation design.  The 

Planning Commission shall approve any significant modifications.  

2. A building permit application shall be submitted and approved prior to construction, 

meeting the design review approval, and any other applicable City standards. 

 

3. The applicant shall comply with the Standard Conditions for Design Review included in 

Exhibit A for landscaping, lighting, painting, and other details not specified in the plans.    

 

4. The applicant shall call for a design review inspection before requesting a final building 

inspection by the Building Official.   

 

 

PASSED AND ADOPTED on this 23rd day of June 2020 by the following vote: 

 

AYES:      

NOES:   

ABSTAIN: 

ABSENT:          

 

                       

      _____________________________ 

                                        Chairman, Planning Commission 

 

ATTEST:    ______________________________ 

            Secretary, Planning Commission 

19



Exhibit A 

 
STANDARD CONDITIONS 

FOR DESIGN REVIEW 

 

All projects approved by the Fortuna Planning Commission must meet the following standard 

conditions unless specifically exempted by the Commission: 

 

1. The applicant shall comply with all regulations and minimum code requirements of the 

Building Division, Engineering Division, and Planning Division.   

 

2. All required parking stalls shall be dimensioned and striped according to the City of 

Fortuna Improvement Standards and Specifications. 

 

3. Each parking space designated for compact cars shall be identified with a pavement 

reading "compact only." 

 

4. Ramps, special parking spaces, signing and other appropriate physical features for the 

handicapped shall be provided throughout the site for all publicly used facilities as 

required by state law. 

 

5. Continuous 6" high Portland cement concrete (PCC) curbing shall be provided between 

all driveways, parking stalls and landscape areas as indicated in the City of Fortuna 

Improvement Standards and Specifications.  

 

6. Exterior lighting of the building and site shall not be directed onto adjacent properties and 

the light source shall be shielded from direct off site viewing. 

 

7. All mechanical equipment, both ground and roof mounted, including electrical, water and 

gas meters and air conditioning compressors shall be architecturally screened from view.  

Electrical transformers shall be underground, located at the rear of the site, or 

architecturally screened. 

 

8. All trash enclosures shall be of a sturdy, opaque material (with trash receptacles screened 

from view) with self-closing doors and shall be in harmony with architecture of 

building(s). 

 

9. All vents, gutters, downspouts, flashing, electrical conduits, etc., shall be painted or 

finished to match the color of the adjacent surface unless specified differently by the 

Planning Commission. 

 

20



10. Soffits and other architectural elements visible from view but not detailed on the plans 

shall be finished in a material in harmony with the exterior of the building. 

 

11. Plant material that is utilized shall be capable of healthy growth within the given range of 

soil and climate.  Proposed landscape screening shall also be of a height and density such 

that it provides a positive visual impact within three years from the time of planting. 

 

12. Where dense landscaping to a specified height is prescribed, the landscaping shall be of a 

type that will provide a year-round barrier at the prescribed heights, and shall be so 

spaced that vision of objects on the opposite side is effectively eliminated.  The height 

requirement should be reached in a maximum of three to five years.   

 

13. Unless unusual circumstances prevail, at least 30% of the proposed trees on the site shall 

be a minimum of 15 gallons in size and at least 70% of the proposed shrubs on the site 

shall be a minimum of 5 gallons in size. 

 

14. A plan for an automatic irrigation system shall be provided which assures that all plants 

get adequate water.  In unusual circumstances, a manual or quick coupler system may be 

used. 

 

15.   The area under the drip line of all existing trees that are to be saved shall be fenced 

during construction.  Grading shall be restricted under them to prevent soil compaction 

around the trees and to protect them from damage. 

 

16. All landscaping shown on plans approved by the City shall be maintained in a healthy 

and weed free condition, and shall be replanted as required.   

 

17. All materials and colors are to be as approved by the Planning Commission.  Once 

installed, all improvements are to be maintained in accordance with the approved plans.  

Any changes that affect the exterior character shall be resubmitted to the Planning 

Commission for approval.  Staff may approve minor changes. 

 

18. Final inspection or occupancy permits will not be granted until all construction and 

landscaping is complete in accordance with approved plans and the conditions required 

by the Commission or a cash bond has been posted to cover all costs of the unfinished 

work. 
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Planning Commission Staff Report 
                      

Date:  June 23, 2020 

To:  Planning Commissioners   

From:  Liz Shorey, Deputy Director of Community Development 

Subject: Design Review for an Illuminated Roof Sign and an Illuminated Projecting 

Sign in the Downtown Retail Commercial District  

 

 

PROJECT INFORMATION: 

 

Project Description:   Beverage Plus Signage Consisting of an Illuminated Roof 

Sign and an Illuminated Projecting Sign  

Applicants:       Mitchell & Maggie Tonini 

Assessor's Parcel No.:    040-244-018 

Project Location:         1207 Main Street  

Zoning:                   Retail Commercial (R-C) 

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 
Approve the proposed project with conditions of approval as described in Planning Commission 

Resolution P-2020-2039  

   

BACKGROUND: 

 

Beverage Plus, a local grocery and beverage store, is requesting approval of two exterior store 

signs, consisting of: 1) an illuminated roof sign on the 12th Street entrance west-facing side of the 

building, 2 feet tall x 12 feet long; and 2) an illuminated projecting sign on the north-facing side, 

4 feet long by 16 inches (1.3 feet) tall.  

 

The projecting sign is a double faced backlit (internally lit) projecting sign, to be mounted on the 

exterior frontage of the building along Main Street above the existing overhang. The proposed 

sign is 16 inches tall, and will project 4 feet out from the wall. For comparison, the Eel Valley 

Appliance projecting sign at 10th and Main streets, approved in 2016, projects 4 feet as well. 

 

The proposed signs conform to the standards of the Fortuna Municipal Code. The maximum sign 

area for the parcel is 155 square feet based on parcel frontage. New signage for the building will 

be 34.4 square feet. Existing signage is approximately 48 square feet. 

 

 

General Plan Consistency: 

All development projects must be consistent with the City’s General Plan.  The project is 

consistent with policies found in the Land Use and Community Design elements of the General 

Plan.  
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Land Use:  Central Business District (CBD):  This designation provides for single-use and vertical 
mixed use development that emulates the character and scale of Downtown. Uses may include 
retail and service establishments, restaurants, banks, entertainment venues, professiona and 
administrative offices, …and similar compatible uses.   The FAR for mixed use development shall not 
exceed 2.0. The FAR for non-residential uses shall not exceed 1.0.  

LU-1.6 infill Development.  The City shall encourage … reuse of underutilized parcels to minimize 
outward growth and reduce the cost of providing public services and facilities. 

LU-11.1. The City shall encourage adaptive reuse of buildings and development in Downtown that 
results in new retail, restaurant, and office business opportunities that promote a vibrant city core. 

LU-11.3. The City shall…continue efforts to revitalize Downtown to create a vibrant retail, business, 
and entertainment center. 

CD-1.4. The City shall require Design Review for all commercial projects. 

CD-1.5 Use of Professionals.  The City shall encourage the use of professional architects, landscape 
designers for commercial … projects. 

CD-1.7 Historic Preservation. The City shall encourage the preservation of historic structures, 
including the conservation and renovation of existing housing. 

CD-3.7 Commercial Signs. The City shall require that renovated and new commercial buildings and 
centers include signs and graphic identity concepts tha are compatible with existing development 
designs and City design objectives. 

 

Design Review Findings and Considerations: 

 

The following sections of the Fortuna Municipal Code provide scope and findings for design 

review projects. 

 
B. Scope of Design Review. Where design review is prescribed for a use or structure by the zoning 
regulations, review and approval shall be directed to the following considerations: 

1. The proposed location of the structure on its site in relation to the location of buildings on 
adjoining sites, with particular attention to view considerations, privacy, and topographic or other 
constraints on development imposed by particular site conditions; 

2. The extent to which the site plan attains the minimum amount of grading and/or removal of 
trees and vegetation in creating a building site, including access drives and off-street parking 
areas; 

3. The size or bulk of the proposed building in relation to the character of existing buildings in the 
vicinity; 

4. Details of proposed site plan, architectural, and landscaping treatment to ensure that while 
originality in site planning, architecture, landscaping, and graphic design are not suppressed, 
ugly, inharmonious, or monotonous design is avoided. Review shall include exterior design 
materials, texture, colors, illuminations, signing, and landscaping, but need not consider elements 
of the design that are not visible beyond the boundaries of the site; 

5. Improvements to existing buildings and site features on the same site; 
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6. Details of design required to achieve the purposes of this title; 

7. Compliance with objectives, policies, or standards of any plan adopted by the city council. 

I. Findings in Support of Decision. 

1. The decision-making authority shall make appropriate findings of fact in support of each final 
design review decision, including, but not limited to, findings regarding each of the following 
matters: 

a. The consistency of the project design with the Fortuna general plan and zoning ordinance; 

b. Compliance of the project with the California Environmental Quality Act; and 

c. Consistency of the project with policies set forth in the design review manual. 

2. The decision-making authority may not base any final decision upon consideration of the 
following matters: 

a. Design details such as the color, shape, volume, texture, or construction materials to be used 
on a project, except where such details are of a magnitude that will significantly affect the overall 
appearance of the project or the compatibility of the project with its surroundings or where such 
details are inconsistent with adopted policies contained within the design review manual; 

b. The interior design of a fully enclosed building. 

 

RECOMMENDED COMMISSION ACTION: 

 

1. Receive staff presentation and review Commission questions with staff. 

2. Open Public Comment. 

3. Close Public Comment; voice vote. 

4. Motion to Adopt Resolution P-2020-3039, and read by title only: 

 

“Motion to adopt Resolution P- 2020-3039, a Resolution of the Planning Commission of 

the City of Fortuna Approving Design Review for an Illuminated Roof Sign and an 

Illuminated Projecting Sign in the Downtown Retail Commercial District” Roll call vote. 

 

Any requirements and/or modifications of the design should be included in the motion. 

 

ATTACHMENTS:   

Attachment 1: Aerial Photo/Location 

Attachment 2: Wall Sign 

Attachment 3 Mounted Sign  

Attachment 4:  Draft Resolution P-2020-3039 
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Project Location 
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Beverage Plus 

Design Review 

Assessor’s Parcel Map 
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  Beverage Plus 

Design Review 

Aerial Map 
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Beverage Plus 

Design Review 

Zoning Map 
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 Beverage Plus 

Design Review 

Main Street Sign 
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RESOLUTION P-2020-3039 

 

Resolution of the Planning Commission of the City of Fortuna Approving Design Review 

for an Illuminated Roof Sign and an Illuminated Projecting Sign in the Downtown Retail 

Commercial District 

 

WHEREAS, a design review application has been submitted for the a new roof sign and a 

projecting sign of Beverage Plus; and 

 

WHEREAS, this project meets the intent of the design review regulations of the Fortuna Municipal 

Code; and 

 

WHEREAS, the proposed project is consistent with the Goals and Objectives of the Fortuna 

General Plan 2030; 

 

WHEREAS, the Fortuna Planning Commission has considered on this date at a duly noticed 

hearing, this project, the staff report, and public testimony, and found that the project is compatible 

with the surrounding area, meets the criteria in the Design Review Regulations, will not be 

detrimental to adjacent property owners or the public at large, and that approval is in the public 

interest. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Planning Commission of the City of Fortuna 

that the proposed location map, elevations, and site plan dated June 8, 2020, are hereby approved, 

subject to the following conditions being satisfied: 

 

1. The approved site plan and proposed elevation design shall be followed.  The Planning 

Commission shall approve any significant modifications.  

 

2. A building permit application shall be submitted and approved prior to construction, 

demonstrating compliance with the approved design review permit. 

 

 

PASSED AND ADOPTED on this 23rd  day of June, 2020 by the following vote: 

 

AYES:      

NOES:   

ABSTAIN: 

ABSENT:          

                       

      _____________________________ 

                                        Chairman, Planning Commission 

 

 

 

ATTEST:    ______________________________ 

            Secretary, Planning Commission 
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